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Winter 2022 

STANLEY SPORT AVIATION ASSOCIATION 

Unit 16 - 50 Airport Road, Stanley, NS  B0N 2A0  CCW4 - N45 06 02 W63 55 14    Unicom 122.8   Ph. (902) 632-2251  

Stanley Weather Station: https://www.wunderground.com/dashboard/pws/ISTANL4     

   Web Site:  http://www.stanleysportaviation.ns.cam 

Stanley Sport Aviation Association Newsletter 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wunderground.com%2Fdashboard%2Fpws%2FISTANL4&data=02%7C01%7Cleonard.lowe%40sobeys.com%7C4ad6b5018ad74e760bf308d7377e0a56%7Ca808f575d6a64d4cb23d10ed60a15d89%7C0%7C0%7C637038886783512852&sdat
http://www.stanleysportaviation.ns.ca/
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PRESIDENT’S  MESSAGE                  

We are now into December and the airport has been secured for the winter.  Flying activity is always limited 

by weather conditions, but winter flying from an airport with no winter maintenance is certainly a real chal-

lenge.  This year was the first normal year since COVID interrupted our daily activities.  We are learning to 

live with it; it's not going away.  Now that 2022 is behind us, it’s time to start preparing for 2023. 

Our AGM will be held at the end of January with an election of officers to guide the club into the ever-

challenging aviation climate. While there are SSAA members who have been directors for 30 to 40-plus 

years, we are not expecting that kind of dedication.  A commitment of two years—one term—would be a 

great help.  

 In this day and age with the internet, being on the board doesn't require much work.  It’s a team effort and help is only a phone 

call or email away.  Board members no longer have to travel long distances at night in the winter to attend meetings.  Winter 

meetings now are on ZOOM every six weeks or so, depending on circumstances.  Many unexpected urgent matters can be dealt 

with via email. 

It is also best to have new members serve as directors from time to time to bring new ideas to the table.  Once there, you can 

help make a difference in how the club is run and operates. You will get a chance to express your views and bring it to a vote if 

necessary.  Please step forward and offer your services.  We have the best flying club in the country. Help keep it that way. 

Meanwhile, thank you to all volunteers who did a great deal of work in 2022 to keep the airport in supreme condition and club 

events a great success. 

 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.— Kevin Layden, SSAA President. 

Kevin Layden 

Report from the Club Secretary  

The SSAA Annual General Meeting will be held January 28, 2023 from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. at the KNSAC Lions 
Club at 40 Sandy Lake Road in Beaver Bank. A bartender service will be available. 

Meanwhile, at our last board meeting on September 4, some of the club executives indicated that they 
would be interested in letting some other members take over their positions, and accordingly they would 
not be running for re-election with their term ending in 2023.  As the club secretary, I’ve been tasked with putting the call out 
to the membership for a “club nominations chairperson(s). ” The chairperson(s) should be a club member who is not already 
serving as a club executive or as a club director.  

Here’s some general information concerning position elections and the responsibilities of the Nominations Chair:  

· The nominations chair must be a full member of Stanley Sport Aviation Association (SSAA).  

· The chair can have one or two others to assist with the nominations.  

· The object is to find worthy members to run for being a director of SSAA.  

· The nominee needs to be an SSAA full member to hold a director position. Approximately half of the directors elected will 
each hold one of the director positions, i.e. Fuel Director, Airport Manager, etc.         

· The nominees for the executive will be for the positions of President, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer, and are to be 
nominated for one of those particular positions.  

· The nominations chair should not be someone who is running for election or re-election that year.  

· Responsible for tracking which executive and directors are mid-term or end-term.                                             Continued on Page 3 

 

Derek Brown 
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· Responsible for posting notices of the AGM and voting by proxy, with direction to have votes by proxy all in a week before 
the AGM. (Draft copies will be provided.)  

· Conduct the elections at the AGM.  

Your executive’s and directors’ status for the 57th AGM elec-

tions in January 2023 are as follows: 

President               Kevin Layden           Term Ending                        

Vice President      Brian Chappell         Term Ending  

Treasurer              Tom Sabean             Term Ending  

Secretary               Derek Brown            Mid-Term  

Note: Directors are elected as a group.  Responsibilities, such as 

Fuel Director, etc., have been assigned at the first directors’ 

meeting held after the AGM (sometimes that is immediately 

after the AGM is adjourned). Nonetheless, most that offer/

reoffer do so with a certain position in mind and this can usual-

ly be accommodated.   

The directors’ status for January 2023: 

Don McLeod, Mid-Term 

Gayle Wilson, Mid-Term  

Debbie Murley, Mid-Term                                                                                                                                

Phil Chatterton, Mid-Term  

Jim Ward, Term-Ending  

Mike Whitehead, Term-Ending  

Nick Wilson, Term-Ending  

The chairperson role is not an overly difficult club position, but it is vital to keeping our club operational. Many hands make 

light work. Please consider giving back to the club by offering your name to help in this role. Multiple volunteers for this posi-

tion are also allowed and can help split the workload as required.  

If you’re interested in contributing to your club in this way, please contact me at 902-580-6450,  
or by email at thepilot60@hotmail.com 
 

- Derek Brown, SSAA Secretary 

Report from the Club Secretary  - Continued 

mailto:thepilot60@hotmail.com
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Airport Manager’s Report  

 

Winter is now upon us at the Stanley airfield. The windsock cam seems to be working fine and the 

resolution is quite good. As I write this, I’m watching a helicopter fly around the field in the dark. 

Ken Cheslock and I mounted a second camera in the tower pointing it at the east end of the field.  

We had a great fall cleanup and winterization in November. Thank you to all that showed up to 

help.  

There was a “Honey Hut” installed beside the Hilton for the winter aviators. Great looking job guys!  

In the fall, we took delivery of two 45-gallon waste oil barrels. These barrels 

are for oil only. Please do not put antifreeze, water or anything else in these 

barrels. I pumped the existing oil from all the containers into these drums. 

Please use the one with the funnel inserted.  

Once full, the funnel can be transferred to the second drum. This service is 

free of charge unless someone contaminates the oil with water, then the 

charges are huge. Please do not put any 

more oil in the existing large barrel as 

we need to clean it out and dispose of 

it.  If necessary, we can also get a bin for 

the plastic quart oil containers. I will dis-

cuss with the directors to see if this is 

necessary.   

We held a Christmas party at the club-

house with a potluck supper, movies and 

lots of stories and hanger flying. The weather worked out perfect allowing us 

to put the  water back on for a couple days. Thank you to all that attended and 

took part in the festivities.  

The clubhouse has been winterized once again. Please use the “HoneyHut” till 

spring.  If you’re eating in the clubhouse in the meantime, please do not leave 

any beverages in the fridge that might freeze and burst if the power should go off for any length of time. As well, 

please do not leave any food material in the compost bin in the kitchen but rather take it to the large compost bin 

by the gate. The indoor compost bin does not get emptied regularly in the winter and scraps left in it may go 

rotten and attract rodents.  

There are several directors positions up for re-election. If you are a member with full status, please consider 

getting involved. Hope to see you at the 2023 AGM.  - Jim Ward,  SSAA Airport Manager 

 

Jim Ward 
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News and views 

 

MAYDAY! 

Aviators throughout Nova Scotia are sounding the alarm that the South Shore Regional Airport (CYAU) in Green-

field, Queens County may cease to exist if the Regional of Queens Municipality (RQM), which owns the facility, car-

ries through with its intention to sell the 170-acre property with its approximately 4,000 ft. runway, terminal build-

ing/club house and two hangars to the local group of the Nova Scotia Drag Racers Association (NSDRA). 

RQM had agreed to sell the facility to German businessman Gerhard Liemke of Liemke Ventures for the appraised 

value of $565,000. The Council did not put the sale out to tender. Liemke later backed out of the deal when he 

learned there were plans for a wind farm close to the airport which would have negated an IFR approach system 

and the development plans he had for the property.  

Council’s meetings for 

the sale transaction and 

its subsequent fall-out 

were held In Camera, as 

were the meetings that 

ultimately led the coun-

cil members to decide 

they could and should 

sell the airport to a not-

for-profit organization 

for as little as $1, and 

more specifically the 

NSDRA group at Green-

field for a mere 

$50,000. This is despite 

multiple offers to buy 

the airport that have 

come in since Liemke 

pulled out of the sale, 

including an offer of $100,000 from the South Shore Flying Club, which previously shared the facility with the drag 

racing club under the auspices of the RQM.  

There has also been an offer of $200,000 from Dimitri Neonakis, a Halifax businessman and aviator. Neonarkis is 

renowned throughout the province for his charitable flights for handicapped children and those with terminal ill-

nesses and encouraging sky-written messages to buoy spirits in Nova Scotia during difficult times. As well, the 

council has received an offer of what has been reported as “fair market value” from Freeman Lumber, a major em-

ployer and contributor in Queens County and one of the oldest sawmills in the area. 

The South Shore Flying Club and Neonarkis had indicated the drag racing could continue to operate at the airport if 

they became owners.   However, they and other members of the aviation community are concerned that, should 

the drag racing club obtain ownership, its members and activities will increasingly encroach on airport operations.                                                                                                       

Continued on Page 6 

 

 

The Region of Queens Municipality intends to sell its South Shore Regional  Airport at Greenfield, 

Queens County, widely known as Liverpool Airport , to a local drag  racing club. 
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News and views 

MAYDAY! 

Continued from Page 5 

“I’m interested in saving the airport more than I am interested in owning it, which I don’t think will happen the way 

things are going,” Neonakis told the local newspaper, LIghthouseNOW. “It’s a very strategic area where the airport 

is, and we need it for many, many reasons, including safety, an alternate airport in case of an emergency and help 

in the case of fires and floods (as happened) in British Columbia.” 

Meanwhile, James (Jim) Ferrier, COPA’s interim president and CAO, sent a two-page letter to Queens Mayor Dar-

lene Norman and the other council members.   

“The matter has been raised to our attention at our COPA National Office  and we have reviewed the input from 

our members. As such, COPA has concerns with the proposed sale of CYAU to a non-aviation entity and the associ-

ated impacts to aviation in your geographic region.”  

Ferrier attached COPA’s latest Canadian Community Airports Profile “for your review and reference.” He noted that 

the report outlines that “COPA is very aware that the network of community airports located across Canada are 

key assets that enable the direct, indirect, and induced economic and social benefits to be realized at the local and 

regional scales. From 

enabling life-saving 

access to air ambulance 

and wildlife suppres-

sion operators to im-

proving intercommuni-

ty connectivity and 

supporting the training 

of the next generation 

of aviation profession-

als, community airports 

serve an important role 

in the national aviation 

system.” 

He went on to ask that 

“Queens Municipality reconsider the sale of CYAU to Greenfield Dragway. We request that previous offers be con-

sidered and evaluated with the social and economic impacts that aviation provides to your geographic region.” 

The municipality is holding a Public Hearing at its administration building at 249 White Point Road in Liverpool at 9 

a.m. on December 13, at which a number of members of the aviation community intend to speak. All other aviators 

who are able to attend are encouraged to do so and show support for the continuation of Liverpool Airport.  

CYAU—the South Shore Regional Airport at Greenfield, Queens County.  
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Flying fraternity 

Fly-Ins of yesteryear 

SSAA vice-president Brian Chappell recently shared internet links to promotional videos for the annual Stanley Labour Day fly-
ins held in 1991 and 1992. SSAA club member Don Ledger had the videos professionally done, recorded on Bata tape, copied to 
VHS then copied to DVD. Brian’s son, Anson, has put them 
on YouTube, however the quality has suffered some in the 
process. 

The links to the videos are here below. Some of you may see 
yourselves on here, 30 years younger.  

  1991 Stanley promo video: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sBZRJpGmT7E 

1992 Stanley promo video: 

https://youtu.be/xVtidS8rX7Y 

Aviators on tour 

In November, members of the Bluenose Flying Club COPA Flight 196 and other aviation enthusiasts enjoyed a tour 

of the Aerotec Engines facility in Beaver Bank, hosted by its founder and president, Jason Crowell, and his son Jett. 

That afternoon the aviators were then treated to a visit to the control tower at Halifax Stanfield International Air-

port—YHZ– with Don Whitton and Jon Hunt of NavCanada conducting the tour.  

The club’s Jeremy Dann posted on its Facebook page: “It 

was really nice having folks join us from the larger avia-

tion community in the province. We also had a great stu-

dent turnout from the Debert flying club which was nice 

to see. Photos: Jeremy Dann. 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FxVtidS8rX7Y%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR129vnNBYmmMsRFeVbCgOG8fMD6KVWlHmCwWktmcT3Hqd6eBBi1Q4jZ_5o&h=AT3tv770Vu7pQ4nivsayytFB1TILjT3ke9SlUdDFvLhZ5SYb-dKAQeqItCZwiazXNo4StPNiNHhvv9FjFyQrpr_9P9GhW-X5nMSneQVmaG7iSc7PXr6Z
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Aviation clubs and contacts in Atlantic Canada: 

Nova Scotia 

•  Bluenose Flying Club New Germany - COPA Flt # 186— bluenoseflyingclub@gmail.com    

•  South Shore Flying Club – Liverpool- David Oickle oickledavid1@gmail.com 

•  Tri-County Flying Assoc., COPA Flt # 63 -  Ken Pothier kennethpothier@hotmail.ca  

•  Digby/Annapolis Regional Airport – Digby - (902) 245-5885    

•  Annapolis Valley Flying Assoc, COPA Flt # 147 - Gary Dunfield gary@gaspereau.com  

• Kings/Hillaton (CHL2) Aerodrome Canning NS:  https://kingsaero.com/kings-aerodrome/ 

• CFB Greenwood (CYZX) NS: Freedom Aviation http://freedomaviation.ca 

• EAA Chapter 1051 Scotia Eagles (located at CHL2 Kings/Hillaton Aerodrome, Canning NS: http://
www.eaa1051.org 

• Truro Flying Club, Debert, COPA Flt # 188 Derek Shiers - dshiers@bellaliant.net  

 Prince Edward Island 

• PEI Flying Assoc. Charlottetown, COPA Flt 57 – Barry Martin Bmartin@Islandtelecom.com  

• Brian Pound - brian@brianpound.ca 

• Summerside Airport & COPA Flt 125 – Dave Thomas drdaveaviator@hotmail.ca   

• New Brunswick 

• MONCTON AERO CLUB - COPA Flight #112 – Jim Lockyer  Lockyerj@umoncton.ca 

• HAVELOCK NB - COPA Flight #27 - Steve Eastwick sdeastw@nbnet.nb.ca 

• Saint John - COPA Flight #193 - Ian Cameron airshow1@nbnet.nb.ca 

• FREDERICTON - COPA Flight #2 - Ray St Lauren 

• WOODSTOCK - COPA Flight #86 - Blair DeGrace bdegrace@acadiantimber.com   

• MIRAMICHI - COPA Flight #39 - Doug Brown nbdbrown@nbnet.nb.ca 

 

 

Reach out to The Windsock  c/o the Editor, Gayle Wilson, at: wilsongdh@gmail.com 

Flying fraternity 

mailto:bluenoseflyingclub@gmail.com
mailto:davidoickle@eastlink.ca
mailto:kennethpothier@hotmail.ca
mailto:gary@gaspereau.com
https://kingsaero.com/kings-aerodrome/
http://freedomaviation.ca
http://www.eaa1051.org
http://www.eaa1051.org
mailto:dshiers@bellaliant.net
mailto:Bmartin@Islandtelecom.com
mailto:pound@pei.sympatico.ca
mailto:drdaveaviator@hotmail.ca
mailto:Lockyerj@umoncton.ca
mailto:sdeastw@nbnet.nb.ca
mailto:stacey@afcfbo.com
mailto:bdegrace@acadiantimber.com
mailto:nbdbrown@nbnet.nb.ca
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STANLEY SPORT AVIATION 

Membership Application 

 

Stanley Sport Aviation Members Enjoy: 

Use of Stanley airport facilities, ready access to the fuel pumps at best prices available, use of the clubhouse, a place to 
camp, and use of bunkhouse with showers, aircraft storage, and great fellowship)             

NAME: _____________________________________________________________________ 

SPOUSE'S NAME:_____________________________________________________________ 

MAILING ADDRESS:___________________________________________________________ 

EMAIL ADDRESS:_____________________________________________________________ 

PHONE NUMBER: (H) ___________________(W)__________________ (C)______________ 

LICENSE TYPE:_______________________________________________________________  

 FLYING SKILLS:______________________________________________________________ 

AIRCRAFT OWNED: Year_____________ Type________________________ 

AIRCRAFT REGISTRATION ______________________  

PROJECTS:_________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

SIGNATURE:_______________                             _  COST: Associate Member $35.00* 

MEMBERSHIP IS FROM JAN 1ST TO DEC 31ST PLEASE MAKE CHEQUE PAYABLE TO STANLEY SPORT AVIATION AND 

REMIT TO:  ssaviation.treasurer@gmail.com 

*Note: The cost for an Associate membership/renewal is $45, but if paid by December 31st each year a $10 discount is 
applied. New members join as Associate members. If they sign on at the annual Fly-In, they pay a discounted rate of 
$35.00 for the remainder of the year. Full members pay $55, but a $10 discount is applied if they pay by December 
31st. Full members can add a significant other when they renew or upgrade their membership for an additional cost of 
$10.00.   

 

 
 

 

mailto:ssaviation.treasurer@gmail.com

